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Opinion/Articles/Editorials 

Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Door-to-door vaccination 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

In a first of its kind, the Sindh government has decided to launch a door-to-door vaccination drive for protection from 

coronavirus, in view of the rising cases of the Omicron variant of the disease in the province. The decision is 

particularly taken because the inoculation rate among women has been found unsatisfactory. Since men go outdoors 

more than women, they have received the prescribed two .....  more >> 

 

Omicron on the rise 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

THE surge in Covid-19 cases, especially in Karachi, points to a worrying trend that, if not taken seriously by both the 

authorities and members of the public, can end in disaster. The Omicron variant is spreading like wildfire in the 

metropolis, with the positivity ratio increasing to 10pc and infection rate rising steeply from 50pc to 81pc within a 

week. Daily total tests across the country remai.....  more >> 

 

HOW DANGEROUS IS OMICRON? 

Source: Hammad Sarfraz, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

KARACHI: Just when the world thought the coronavirus or super spreader, as it is commonly known, was slowing 

down, a new variant of concern reared its ugly head. Rising cases of what the World Health Organization (WHO) has 

designated as Omicron, has sent the world into a tizzy – just like its predecessor, the Delta variant. First discovered 

in Botswana and South Africa last year, the late.....  more >> 

 

Increasing Infections 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

In a little over a week, Pakistan has seen its corona numbers skyrocket again. Yesterday saw the total tally of daily 

cases go above 1300 for the first time since October last year. The spread of the Omicron variant is most likely the 

reason for this sudden spike. The national positivity rate stands at 2.9 percent, with Karachi diverging from the 

average and reaching a high of 10 percent. This .....  more >> 

 

Omicron: mild or severe impact on economy? 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

After limping its way back from the Covid pandemic last year, the global economic recovery has been rattled by the 

Omicron variant’s rapid rise. The travel industry has been thrown into disarray again, workers have been forced to 

isolate at home and governments are facing a stark choice between imposing restrictions or letting the economy be. 

Could the highly-contagious Omicron variant hav.....  more >> 

 

Big Tech and censorship 

Source: Rida Hosain, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

“Every citizen shall have the right to freedom of speech and expression, and there shall be freedom of the press…” 

reads Article 19 of the constitution of Pakistan. However, the article does not stop there. It goes on to say that this 

right is subject to reasonable restrictions imposed by the law in the “interest of the glory of Islam or the integrity, 

security or defence .....  more >> 
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Overcoming the crisis 

Source: Ben Phillips, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

As the Omicron surge overwhelms the world, it is clear to people everywhere that the actions which leaders so far 

have taken in response to the Covid-19 crisis have not been sufficient to overcome it. We are not beating Covid. It 

looks rather like Covid is beating us. What is to be done? Crucially, they are two key dimensions to what is needed 

now which, though related, are distinct. The first .....  more >> 

 

Disaster victims 

Source: Matt Sedlar & Trisha Cumbra, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

Suffering is not a competition, but the battle for attention and resources tragically is. Children killed in a school 

shooting, fires raging across the West, deadly tornadoes slamming the Midwest and the South – all happening against 

a backdrop of more than 800,000 deaths from Covid-19. After a high-profile tragedy, sustained national news 

coverage can bring in sympathy, charity and pressure.....  more >> 

 

Omicron – the light at the end of the tunnel? 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

The Omicron threat has engulfed the world in less than a month. Just when many were hoping that the pandemic 

has eased especially at home, the new variant of coronavirus has hit the world with a vengeance – at least with the 

number of daily positive cases. The new variant first discovered in South Africa has driven Covid infection to record 

breaking levels in more than quarter of the countri.....  more >> 

 

The dangerous treatment 

Source: Muhammad Hamid Zaman, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

Two years into the pandemic, right after Christmas, I tested positive for Covid-19. I am fully vaccinated and had 

gotten my booster shot a few weeks ago. Fortunately, my symptoms were not severe and no different from a cold. 

During the days of isolation, I considered myself extremely fortunate and privileged. I felt fine, had plenty to eat, a 

place to rest, and no anxiety about losing a job or see.....  more >> 

 

Corona surge 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

Though according to Minister Asad Umar nearly 100 million people have received at least one dose of vaccine in 

Pakistan – and 74 million are fully vaccinated – the surge in new cases and positivity rate remains alarming. This 

means the country’s health managers need to keep the momentum going. On January 10 the number of new Covid-

19 cases stood at 1,467 taking the tally to over .....  more >> 

 

Flashpoint Asia 2022: Taiwan 

Source: Yasmeen Aftab Ali, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

The National Defense Authorisation Act (NDAA) for the fiscal year 2022, signed by US President Joe Biden, contains 

many overtures to Taiwan. Beijing has taken this very harshly; notching up the “cold-war-like” situation between the 

two countries. The legislation has marked $7.1 billion for the Pacific Deterrence initiative. The Congressional Support 

Statement in favour of Taiwan did no.....  more >> 

 

Omicron has arrived 

Source: Editorial, Daily Times , 2022-01-11 

With the coronavirus again spreading at the fastest pace in about six months, it’s clear that the Omicron variant has 

well and truly arrived in Pakistan. And while it may be true that it spreads faster but isn’t as deadly as other strains, 

https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=44121
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=218925
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=44120
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https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=218979
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2338055/the-dangerous-treatment
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=219064
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=44887
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=219349
https://dailytimes.com.pk/866216/flashpoint-asia-2022-taiwan/
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that doesn’t change the fact that the spread alone will suffice to put the country’s healthcare infrastructure under 

more pressure than .....  more >> 

 

Of Digital World and Space Exploration 

Source: Muhammad Omar Iftikhar, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

The corporate sector, during 2022, is expected to truly embrace the hybrid working model and pursue the remote-

working dynamics. This system was implemented in 2020 during the wake of the lockdown and was followed in 2021. 

In 2022, however, returning to normal will be akin to accepting this new mode of working from home – and 

occasionally from the office – as and when needed. The dynam.....  more >> 

 

A tale of two tragedies 

Source: Azim M Mian, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

Managing snowstorms, strong and devastating, is routine for local authorities across the US and Canada. The reason 

is not that they are technically advanced; the real reason is prompt action and the efficient logistical arrangements 

once they take notice of the weather forecast. On January 9, 2022, a sudden fire in a high-rise working-class building 

in Bronx in New York took the lives of more t.....  more >> 

 

A tale of two tragedies 

Source: Azim M Mian, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

Managing snowstorms, strong and devastating, is routine for local authorities across the US and Canada. The reason 

is not that they are technically advanced; the real reason is prompt action and the efficient logistical arrangements 

once they take notice of the weather forecast. On January 9, 2022, a sudden fire in a high-rise working-class building 

in Bronx in New York took the lives of more t.....  more >> 

 

Vaccines: No Djoke! 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

Omicron has enveloped the world, but global news has lately been compelled to give plenty of airtime to the drama 

unfolding in Australia over tennis superstar Novak Djokovic (famous as ‘The Djoker’ among his fans). Djokovic’s 

continued refusal to have a Covid-19 vaccine and his alleged falsification of medical records has landed him in hot 

soup down under. Earlier this week, he n.....  more >> 

 

Omicron Spreading 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

For the third consecutive day, Pakistan has been reporting a positivity rate of more than three percent and within the 

last 24 hours, 2233 cases were reported across the country. Given the upwards trajectory the roaring fifth wave is 

taking, it seems that we are only a few days away from reporting 4000 and then 6000 cases per day unless the 

government acts immediately and implements smart lockdown.....  more >> 

 

100m vaccine milestone 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

As the fifth wave of the pandemic continues to spread rapidly across Pakistan with the highest national positivity rate 

of 3.16%, a tremendous milestone has been achieved as over 100 million people have now been administered at 

least one dose of the Covid-19 vaccine. Of these, around 75 million — or 33% of the population — has been fully 

vaccinated. What seemed as arduous and impossibl.....  more >> 
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Policing in 2021 

Source: Dr Syed Kaleem Imam, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

Last year (2021) saw several incidents that cannot be proudly remembered; they were primarily caused due to Covid-

19 pandemic-induced economic fallouts, unprecedented price hikes and unemployment that led to poverty, rising 

crimes, religious extremism coupled with personal gain, and corruption creeping deep into the system. Income 

inequality creates a sharp division between the ‘haves&rsq.....  more >> 
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National News 

Islamabad 

Pakistan reports over 1,000 new Covid cases for first time in 3 months 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan on Thursday morning reported more than 1,000 new Covid-19 cases, the highest in nearly 

3 months. Pakistan detected 1,085 new coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours, marking the first time in nearly three 

months that daily infections have exceeded 1,000. The country had reported 1,086 cases on October 14, 2021. The 

positivity rate has also risen and reached 2.32 percent. The .....  more >> 

 

NA body receives briefing on NCOC performance 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

ISLAMABAD - National Assembly Standing Committee on National Health Services Regulations and Coordination 

on Friday received briefing on performance of National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) in controlling 

COVID-19. While giving briefing, Special Assistant to Prime Minister on National Health Services, Dr Faisal Sultan 

shared latest figures on COVID-19 vaccine situation and said that citizen.....  more >> 

 

Capital reports over 100 Covid-19 cases second day in a row 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

ISLAMABAD: The capital reported over 100 Covid-19 cases on the second consecutive day on Friday as 109 people 

were found infected in the city while 24 cases emerged in Rawalpindi. Officials of the capital administration said 5,107 

tests were conducted which detected the virus in 60 men and 49 women with the positivity rate of 2.13pc. As many 

as 33 cases were reported in the age group of 20-29 fo.....  more >> 

 

Omicron on the rise 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

THE surge in Covid-19 cases, especially in Karachi, points to a worrying trend that, if not taken seriously by both the 

authorities and members of the public, can end in disaster. The Omicron variant is spreading like wildfire in the 

metropolis, with the positivity ratio increasing to 10pc and infection rate rising steeply from 50pc to 81pc within a 

week. Daily total tests across the country remai.....  more >> 

 

Highest Covid infections reported since Oct 6 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

ISLAMABAD: As infections by Covid-19 have continuously been on the rise since the emergence of Omicron variant, 

Pakistan on Saturday reported the highest number of cases since Oct 6. The national positivity rate has reached 

almost three per cent. The representative body of the medical fraternity, Pakistan Medical Association (PMA), has 

claimed that the cases of Delta vari.....  more >> 

 

Rawalpindi, Islamabad see decline in Covid cases 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

ISLAMABAD: Rawalpindi and Islamabad districts on Saturday saw a decline in Covid-19 infections. Officials of the 

capital administration said during the last 24 hours 3,959 tests were conducted which found the virus among 74 

people — 39 women and 35 men — with positivity rate standing at 1.86pc, they added. The officials said 21 cases 

were reported in the age group of 20-29, followed .....  more >> 
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Sharp increase in number of COVID-19 patients 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-08 

Islamabad : A sharp increase in the number of cases of coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district is being witnessed for the last two days making the situation alarming though no 

death due to COVID-19 has been reported from the region in the last four days. The sharp increase has been 

considered as another wave (5th wave) of COVID-19 outbreak by healt.....  more >> 

 

No action of NCOC can be challenged at any forum: SAPM 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr Faisal Sultan has said that no action and 

decision of the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) can be challenged at any forum including high 

courts and the Supreme Court of Pakistan. Answering various questions asked by the members of the National 

Assembly Standing Committee on National Health Services and Regulati.....  more >> 

 

Educational institutions will not be closed amid rising Omicron cases: Shafqat 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

LAHORE - Minister for Federal Education Shafqat Mehmood said the government will not close educational 

institutions again following rising cases of Omicron in the country. Addressing a news conference along with Minister 

for Information and Broadcasting Chaudhary Fawad Hussain in Lahore, he made it clear that decision in this regard 

will be taken during the Education Ministers conference of all pr.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan reports over 1,300 new Corona cases 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan has detected 1,345 new Coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours, up from 1,293 a day earlier, 

taking the country’s total to 1,302,486. The positivity rate has risen to 2.89 percent. The country also reported 1 

death, taking the country-wide death toll to 28,962. The countrywide breakdown of cases shows that Sindh reported 

797 Covid-19 cases during the past 24 hours, Punjab.....  more >> 

 

Karachi’s Covid positivity reaches 15pc 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

ISLAMABAD: The country on Sunday reported the highest national positivity rate of 3.16 per cent during the ongoing 

fifth wave of coronavirus, with Karachi touching the record 15.09pc. The situation also started worsening in Mirpur 

and Lahore where the positivity ratio reached 7.69pc and 5.33pc, respectively. The country reported over 1,500 

infections — the highest since Oct 2. According to.....  more >> 

 

Islamabad's weekly Covid-19 positivity doubles 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

ISLAMABAD: While the number of Covid-19 cases has been continuously increasing in the federal capital, the weekly 

data showed the positivity doubled from 0.87 per cent to 1.85pc in just one week. On the other hand, 116 people 

were found infected on Sunday and the single day’s positivity stood at 2.96pc. According to data, while a downward 

trend was observed in November, the number of weekl.....  more >> 

 

Eight more test positive for Omicron 

Source: Bureau report, The News, International , 2022-01-09 

PESHAWAR: Eight more people tested positive for Omicron, the new variant of coronavirus, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

on Saturday, raising the number of the cases in the province to 13. The new cases were confirmed by the laboratory 
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https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=218741
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in the Khyber Medical University (KMU). The eight new patients diagnosed with omicron included six males and two 

females. Five of them belonged to Peshawar and the remain.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 slowed down CPEC implementation, says SAPM 

Source: Khalid Mustafa, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

ISLAMABAD: The CPEC projects have slowed down because of Covid-19 pandemic during the PTI government and 

now the authorities are in contact with their counterparts in China to expedite the projects and play their roles to 

complete the financial closures of some important projects. Prime Minister Imran Khan is also scheduled to visit 

Beijing in February apparently to attend the 2022 Winter Olymp.....  more >> 

 

Positivity rate of COVID-19 rising alarmingly 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

Islamabad : The positivity rate of coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi 

district has started registering a tremendous increase as in the last 24 hours, it was recorded as around 2.5 per cent 

in this region of the country. The positivity rate of COVID-19 in ICT was recorded as 2.96 per cent and 1.98 per cent 

in Rawalpindi district in the last 24 hours tha.....  more >> 

 

NCOC praises Kalat, Islamabad, Karachi South for vaccinations 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Monday appreciated administrations of 

three urban districts — Kalat, Karachi South and Islamabad — for achieving targets of vaccinating maximum 

population. Moreover, three districts of remote areas — Orakzai, Neelam and Tharparkar — have also achieved 

maximum vaccination targets despite difficult terrain a.....  more >> 

 

95 Omicron patients among 113 Covid cases detected in Islamabad 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: The capital on Monday reported 113 cases of Covid-19, including 95 of the Omicron variant. In the last 

24 hours, 3,785 tests were conducted among contacts of the positive cases and suspects out of which 64 males and 

49 females tested positive with the positivity rate of 2.98pc. Officials said 36 cases were reported in the age group of 

20-29, 31 in 30-39, 11 in 50-59, 10 in 10-19, nine.....  more >> 

 

'Major milestone' achieved as country partially inoculates 100 million people Nearly 75 million are fully 

vaccinated, the minister says 

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

Thecountryachieved 'another major milestone' in its fight against the Covid-19 pandemic after partially inoculating at 

least 100 million people, saidNational Command and Operation Center (NCOC) head Asad Umar on Tuesday. "Of 

these nearly 75 million are fully vaccinated," Umar said in a tweet, adding that the 'work was not complete yet'. Earlier, 

Planning Minister Umar r.....  more >> 

 

Foreign funding: ‘Receipts provided, scrutiny cleared us’ 

Source: Mumtaz Alvi & News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday said that the allegation of receiving prohibited funds from foreign 

sources against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) proved wrong. He expressed these views while chairing the session 

of government spokespersons in which the participants reviewed the developments related to the Murree tragedy, 

foreign funding case, opposition’s long march and pr.....  more >> 
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Positivity rate soars to 3.66pc; Country witnessing rapid surge in Covid-19 cases: NCOC 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is witnessing a rapid surge in the Covid-19 cases as within the past 10 days positivity rate 

has jumped from 1.08 percent to 3.66 percent showing an increase of 338.9 percent since the start of the new year. 

According to the Covid-19 data released here on Monday by the Pakistan National Command and Operation Centre 

(NCOC), the country during the past 24 hours recorded 1.....  more >> 

 

Asad cautions people as COVID-19 positivity rate rises 

Source: Agencies, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Asad Umar on Monday has urged the nation 

to remain cautious in order to curtail the spread of the coronavirus in the face of a rising positivity rate. “People should 

follow standard operating procedures (SOPs) for saving themselves from COVID-19 which is currently spreading fast 

in the country,” he said while add.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan logs over 1,000 COVID-19 cases for fifth day 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan registered more than 1,000 COVID-19 cases for the fifth straight day, as the Omicron variant 

of the COVID-19 continues to push infection rates across the country. The National Command and Operations 

Centre’s (NCOC) COVID-19 statistics from Monday morning showed that Pakistan registered 1,649 cases in the last 

24 hours, a day after the case daily caseload was reported a.....  more >> 

 

95 Omicron cases from ICT 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

Islamabad: Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 claimed no life from Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district in 

the last one week though the virus continued its spread much faster as another 140 patients were reported positive 

from the region with a positivity rate of well over 2.5 per cent. The more alarming is the fact that 95 patients have 

been diagnosed with COVID-19 Omicron variant fr.....  more >> 

 

NCOC honours teams that worked to tackle COVID-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

Islamabad: District and provincial teams that achieved the target of vaccinating more than 60% of the population 

against COVID-19, and three remote districts that achieved maximum vaccination targets despite limited resources 

and difficult terrain, were recognized for their hard work at an award ceremony held at the National Command and 

Operation Center (NCOC) here Monday. The ceremony was chai.....  more >> 

 

Asad urges people to follow SOPs to curtail virus spread 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

ISLAMABAD - National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) chief and Federal Minister for Planning, 

Development and Special Initiatives Asad Umar has once again advised people to follow standard operating 

procedures (SOPs) for saving themselves from Coronavirus (Covid-19) which is currently spreading fast in the 

country. He said this while addressing the prize distribution ceremony organized by t.....  more >> 

 

Milestone as 100m people get at least one dose 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan passed another milestone of administering at least one dose of Covid-19 vaccine to over 

100 million people on Tuesday, as many as 1,467 persons were infected with the virus and two lost their lives. 
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According to a statement issued by the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), the country achieved 

another major milestone in the vaccination campaign, covering 100m.....  more >> 

 

Over 130 Covid cases surface 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

ISLAMABAD: As many as 136 coronavirus cases emerged in Rawalpindi and Islamabad districts on Tuesday. 

Officials of the capital administration said the district saw a slight decrease in Covid-19 cases as 99 people tested 

positive from 3,564 tests with positivity rate standing at 2.77pc. They said 11 cases were reported from Lohi Bher, 

followed by 10 from G-10, seven from F-11, five from I-8 and F.....  more >> 

 

100m Covid-19 jabs: NCOC says another milestone achieved 

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has completed 100 million Covid-19 vaccination jabs to the people since the start of corona 

vaccination drive in February 2021. This was announced by the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) 

Chief, Asad Umar, in a tweet, here on Tuesday. He said, “Achieved another major milestone in the vaccination 

campaign yesterday, crossing 100 million people who have.....  more >> 

 

135 COVID-19 cases from twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

Islamabad : The number of patients being diagnosed with coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district has been on a continuous rise for the last one week. In the last week, as many as 

853 patients have been tested positive for the infection from the region at an average of around 122 patients per day. 

It is important that in December 2021, the average nu.....  more >> 

 

Covid positivity rate over 3pc for third consecutive day 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

ISLAMABAD - The country recorded the Covid-19 positivity rate over 3 percent for the third consecutive day on 

Tuesday as it reported 1467 fresh cases. As many as 43,540 tests were conducted during the last 24 hours, 

suggesting a positivity rate of 3.33 percent. The country also reported two more deaths from the deadly virus during 

the last 24 hours, taking the overall death toll to 28,974. The to.....  more >> 

 

Islamabad reports fresh 99 COVID-19 cases 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

ISLAMABAD - Health officials on Tuesday said that 99 new coronavirus cases were reported in the capital during the 

last 24 hours. According to an official of the National Command and Operation Centre, as many as 113 cases were 

reported on Monday while 116 cases were reported on Sunday. He said so far 109,495 cases were reported from 

the capital and 967 deaths were reported from Islamabad Capital T.....  more >> 

 

Over 1,500 corona cases reported countrywide 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

Pakistan reported over 1,500 daily Covid-19 cases for the first time since October 3 as it battles the fifth wave of the 

pandemic, data from the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) showed Sunday morning. As per the 

latest statistics of the NCOC, 1,572 people tested positive after 49,658 tests were taken across the county in the 24 

hours. This brings the positivity rate to 3.16%. A day ea.....  more >> 
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Islamabad records highest surge of Covid-19 cases 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

Continuing with the alarming rise, the federal capital had reported 116 new COVID-19 cases in the last 24 hours, 

which was the highest single-day spike in almost the last three months, National Command and Operation Center 

(NCOC) said on Sunday. According to an official of NCOC, as many as 74 cases were reported on Saturday while 

109 cases were reported on Friday. He said so far 109,283 cases we.....  more >> 

 

Amid growing Covid cases, govt warns people to stay cautious 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2022-01-11 

Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Asad Umar Monday urged the nation to remain cautious 

in order to curtail the spread of coronavirus in the face of a rising positivity rate. “People should follow the standard 

operating procedures (SOPs) for saving themselves from Covid-19 which is currently spreading fast in the country,” 

he said while addressing the prize dis.....  more >> 

 

Country sees over 2,000 cases after 100 days 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

ISLAMABAD: The surge in Covid-19 infections has set alarm bells ringing as the country reported over 2,000 cases 

on Wednesday after a gap of more than 100 days, while the positivity rate of Karachi surpassed 20 per cent. A 

member of the Scientific Task Force on Covid-19, Dr Javed Akram, said the surge was not unexpected, as people 

were suffering from “pandemic fatigue” and had given t.....  more >> 

 

Cabinet decides to move LHC for Shehbaz’s disqualification 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2022-01-12 

Minister for Information Chaudhry Fawad Hussain Tuesday said the federal cabinet had decided to file a case against 

PML-N President Shehbaz Sharif for giving a fake affidavit for return of Nawaz Sharif after his treatment abroad. 

“Nawaz Sharif went abroad through fraud and his activities in London are making a mockery of the state of Pakistan 

and its laws,” he said while talking to re.....  more >> 

 

HRCP report expresses concerns over increasing Covid-19 deaths, cases 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-12 

Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) in its report has expressed its concerns over the rise of COVID-19 

related deaths and cases throughout the country during the outgoing year 2021. “On the last day of the year, the 

virus death toll had risen to 10,105 and confirmed cases to 479,715, with fears increasing over the emergence of a 

new, more contagious Omicron COVID-19 variant,” t.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan’s Covid positivity ratio over 3% for third day 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2022-01-12 

Pakistan’s coronavirus positivity ratio remained over 3% for the third straight day, as COVID-19’s Omicron variant 

continues to spread across the country and push infection rates. The National Command and Operations Centre’s 

(NCOC) Tuesday morning data showed that 1,467 cases were reported from across the country after 43,540 tests 

were conducted in the last 24 hours. This took .....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 situation 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training on Wednesday announced that a meeting 

of the provincial education ministers will be held today (Thursday) to debate whether the prevalent Covid-19 situation 
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in the country warrants the closure of schools, Geo News reported. According to a notification issued in this regard, 

the 34th meeting of the Provincial Education Minister.....  more >> 

 

180 COVID-19 cases from twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

Islamabad : The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district and the positivity rate of the infection in the region has started registering alarmingly 

sharp increase showing the fifth wave of COVID-19 outbreak is about to hit population in the region with much 

severity. The positivity rate of COVID-19 from IC.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan reports over 3,000 cases 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD - The coronavirus fifth wave has started taking toll on the people as Pakistan on Thursday morning 

reported more than 3,000 cases for the first time since September 12, 2021. The data appeared on National 

Coronavirus Dashboard of the National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC) said the country registered 3,019 

more positive cases and five deaths during last 24 hours. With 3,019 n.....  more >> 

 

Islamabad records highest surge in 3 months with 284 new COVID-19 cases 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD - Continuing with the alarming rise, the capital had reported 284 new COVID-19 cases in the last 24 

hours, which was the highest single-day spike in almost the last three months, National Command and Operation 

Center (NCOC) said on Thursday. According to an official of NCOC, as many as 165 cases were reported on 

Wednesday while 99 cases were reported on Tuesday. He said that so far 109,9.....  more >> 

 

Citizens over 18 now eligible for anti-Covid booster jab: NCOC 

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centreannounced on Friday that citizens over 18 years old will 

be eligible for a free anti-Covid booster dose of their choice from tomorrow onwards. "Age limit for booster dose has 

been further reduced. Booster (one dose) will be administered after 6 months gap from complete vaccination," the 

NOOC said in a tweet. A day earlier, Pakistan r.....  more >> 

 

Positivity rate in Islamabad, Pindi jumps over 6pc 

Source: Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD: The sharp increase in Covid-19 cases continued in the capital on Thursday and officials feared a further 

surge in upcoming days. Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Mohammad Hamza Shafqaat said the positivity rate in 

the capital had doubled to 6.29pc in just seven days. “We are expecting that it will triple next week,” he added. Those 

who are not vaccinated are at the higher ris.....  more >> 

 

Covid-19: PCCA revises quarantine policy for inbound air passengers 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCCA) on Wednesday abolished the “centralized quarantine 

arrangements” for Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) positive inbound passengers, allowing them a 10-day self isolation at 

homes. With revision of the inbound passengers’ quarantine policy, the authority said in a late night tweet that “now, 

all the passengers detected as posit.....  more >> 
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Shafqat Mehmood tests positive for COVID-19 again 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood announced on Thursday 

that he has once again tested positive for COVID-19. In a tweet, the education minister stated that he was feeling 

mild symptoms at the moment, and that he hoped to recover soon with some rest. “I have unfortunately tested positive 

for coronavirus. My symptoms are mild so far and I f.....  more >> 

 

392 COVID-19 cases make situation alarming 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

Islamabad : Confirmation of 392 patients positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital Territory 

and Rawalpindi district in a day has made the situation much alarming showing the fifth wave of the outbreak has 

started hitting population hard in this region of the country. The increase in the number of patients reported in a day 

from the twin cities can be termed as the sharp.....  more >> 

 

 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Nine more Omicron cases detected in KP 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa detected nine more Omicron cases on Tuesday as government ordered 

escalation of vaccination process to cope with the new variant effectively. So far, 22 Omicron cases have been 

reported in the province, including 19 from Peshawar, the epicentre of Covid-19 since its advent in 2020. In view of 

the emergence of the new variant, a meeting was held here on Tuesday with C.....  more >> 

 

CM wants pace of vaccination expedited 

Source: Bureau report, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on Tuesday directed the officials to expedite the pace of vaccination 

with a focus on the adjacent areas of the provincial capital. He issued the directives while chairing a meeting to review 

the latest situation of Covid-19 in the province, said a handout. Minister for Health Taimur Saleem Jhagra, Chief 

Secretary Shehzad Bangash and officials of the Healt.....  more >> 

 

Over 100,000 Afghan people on borders vaccinated so far: AICC 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

Pakistan has effectively vaccinated over 100,000 people travelling from across Afghan borders against COVID-19 

contagious virus since November 2021. This was disclosed during the meeting of Afghan Inter Ministerial 

Coordination Cell (AICC) chaired by National Security Adviser and Convener of AICC Dr Moeed Yusuf, said a media 

release. The meeting took a review of progress made under the Afghan huma.....  more >> 

 

Govt orders enforcement of SOPs as nine more Omicron cases detected 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

PESHAWAR: The government ordered the district administration to strictly enforce Covid-19 precautions as nine 

more Omicron cases, including seven from Peshawar, were detected on Wednesday, taking the total number of the 

people infected with the new variant to 31 in the province. A health department’s report said that the province recorded 

three mortalities and 64 new coronavirus cases durin.....  more >> 
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Peshawar leads K-P in Omicron cases 

Source: Wisal Yousafzai, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

PESHAWAR: Provincial capitalPeshawarhas emerged as the main center of the Omicron variant inKhyber-

Pakhtunkhwa(K-P) as out of a total of 36 cases, 29 have been reported from one township of Hayatabad in the 

district. The district is also among the worst hit from Covid-19 with a four per cent positivity ratio. Talking to The 

Express Tribune an official of the health department said that there we.....  more >> 

 

 

Punjab 

376 new cases of Covid-19 reported in Punjab 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch on 

Friday said that during the last 24 hours, 376 new cases of coronavirus were reported across the province. In a press 

statement issued here, he explained that 298 positive cases were reported in Lahore, 40 in Rawalpindi, 10 in Mandi 

Bahauddin, five in Multan, and three each in Faisalabad, Bah.....  more >> 

 

24 persons diagnosed with coronavirus in Rawalpindi 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

RAWALPINDI - As many as 24 more patients were tested positive of the COVID-19 during last 24 hours in the district, 

with seven each belonging to the Rawalpindi Cantonment and Rawal Town, four from Potohar Town, three from 

Gujjar Khan, two from Taxila and one from Kahuta. According to the daily situation report issued by the District 

Corona Management Centre on Friday, 23 confirmed patients were.....  more >> 

 

406 more contract Covid in Punjab 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

LAHORE: As many as 406 people tested positive for coronavirus in the province during the last 24 hours on Saturday. 

The primary and secondary healthcare department had conducted 17,291 tests in the province. As many as 353 

people contracted the virus in Lahore, 15 in Rawalpindi, six in Faisalabad, five in Multan, four in Gujranwala and 

three in Sahiwal. The positivity ratio stood at 2.3 per cent.....  more >> 

 

Lahore registers 28 more Omicron cases 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

As many as 17 new Omicron cases have been diagnosed in Lahore, the capital city of Punjab, in a day, bringing the 

number of total cases of the new strain of COVID-19 to 288 in the city. According to sources in the provincial health 

department, the number of Omicron cases detected in Punjab stands at 298 of which 288 reported from Lahore. 

Sources within the Punjab health department said stopp.....  more >> 

 

406 new cases of Covid-19 reported in Punjab 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

LAHORE - As many as 406 new cases of coronavirus were reported on Saturday; however, no death was reported 

due to the pandemic in the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by the spokesperson for Punjab Primary and 

Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province has reached 446,777, 

whereas, 13,074 people have died due to the coronavirus. Th.....  more >> 
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10 persons test Covid-19 positive in Rawalpindi 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

RAWALPINDI - Ten more patients were tested COVID-19 positive during last 24 hours in the district, with four 

belonging to Rawalpindi Cantonment, two each from Potohar Town and Gujjar Khan, while one case each has arrived 

from Taxila and Rawal Town. According to the daily situation report issued by the District Corona Management centre 

on Saturday, 38,323 patients had been discharged after recov.....  more >> 

 

Lahore division gets eight million masks 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

LAHORE: Lahore Division’s administration has received eight million washable masks as part of a campaign titled 

“Lahore Wears Mask”. A total of 30 million masks will be received and the second shipment also is expected this 

month. The masks have been donated by a US firm for the launch of the campaign’s second phase that aims at 

distribution of masks among the public at la.....  more >> 

 

Coronavirus claims 2 more lives in Punjab 

Source: App, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

LAHORE: As many as 448 new cases of coronavirus were reported on Sunday while two deaths were also reported 

due to the pandemic in the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by a spokesperson for the Punjab Primary 

and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province reached 447,631 

while 13,076 persons have been died due to the virus in the prov.....  more >> 

 

Two more die of corona; 448 cases reported in Punjab 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

Lahore - As many as 448 new cases of coronavirus were reported on Sunday, whereas, two deaths were also 

reported due to Covid-19 during the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by a spokesperson for the Punjab 

Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province has 

reached 447,631, whereas, 13,076 patients have died so far due to coron.....  more >> 

 

Beds, ventilators arranged for corona patients at DHQ Teaching hospital 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

SARGODHA - As many as 53 beds with 25 ventilators have been provided to DHQ Teaching hospital for corona 

patients. Talking to APP here on Sunday, focal person for COVID-19 Dr Sikandar Hayyat Warriach said that duties 

of doctors and paramedical staff had been assigned in the DHQ teaching hospital to treat corona patients. Dr 

Sikandar further said that on the direction of CEO Health Sargodha Dr Soha.....  more >> 

 

Two more die of coronavirus; 448 new cases reported 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

LAHORE - As many as 448 new cases of coronavirus were reported on Sunday, whereas, two deaths were also 

reported due to Covid-19 during the last 24 hours. According to the data shared by a spokesperson for the Punjab 

Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD), the number of coronavirus cases in the province has 

reached 447,631, whereas, 13,076 patients have died so far due to coronavi.....  more >> 

 

As fifth Covid wave rages: 25 districts in Punjab yet to vaccinate 60pc of their population 

Source: Asif Chaudhry, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

LAHORE: Amid reports of the fifth wave of the Covid-19 getting worse, the Punjab government is yet to fully vaccinate 

60pc of the population of 25 districts of the province. A disturbing official report has exposed the government’s lack 
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of commitment to fight the Covid-19 where it appeared that Lahore, Faisalabad and Gujranwala are among the low 

performing districts in vaccination drive and.....  more >> 

 

Vaccination camps at minorities’ holy places 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

LAHORE: Under the instructions of Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department Secretary Imran Sikander 

Baloch, special vaccination camps are being arranged at holy places of minorities all across Punjab. In an effort to 

boost the vaccination drive, a special vaccination camp has been set up in Katas Raj Temple in Chakwal which is 

working to vaccinate pilgrims and visitors on a daily basis. P&am.....  more >> 

 

Corona positivity ratio reaches 3.23pc in Punjab 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

LAHORE: The overall positivity rate of Covid-19 in Punjab reaches 3.23 percent, as out of 17,363 tests conducted 

during the last 24 hours, 561 fresh infections and one fatality were reported in the province taking the tally of cases 

to 448,192 and death toll to 13.077. With the recovery of 101 more corona positive patients, the total number of 

recovered patients in Punjab reached to 429,686. .....  more >> 

 

CM for expedited anti-Covid efforts as Punjab reports another 561 cases 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar on Monday directed to expedite anti-corona vaccination 

drive to ensure administering of booster dose to citizens. In a press statement, the Chief Minister expressed his 

concern over an increase in corona cases and maintained that the government was taking every step to protect the 

lives of citizens. He said the administrative machinery and line de.....  more >> 

 

P&SHD organises special vaccination camps at minorities’ sacred places 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

LAHORE - The Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) has arranged special vaccination 

camps at holy places of minorities across the province. According to P&SHD spokesperson here, in an effort to boost 

vaccination drives, a special vaccination camp had been set up in Katas Raj Temple Chakwal which is working to 

vaccinate pilgrims and visitors on a daily basis. P&SHD .....  more >> 

 

28 more diagnosed with Covid 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

Rawalpindi - About 28 more patients were tested positive for COVID-19 during the last 24 hours, raising the tally of 

confirmed cases to 39,756 in the Rawalpindi district. According to the latest data released by the District Health 

Authority Monday, 11 new cases belonged to the Rawalpindi Cantonment area, five to Rawal Town, four each to 

Potohar Town and Taxila, three to Gujar Khan, and one to Aza.....  more >> 

 

388 new cases as Covid onslaught continues unabated 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

LAHORE - Another 388 new cases of coronavirus were reported in Punjab during the last 24 hours. In a press 

statement issued here on Tuesday, Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary 

Imran Sikandar Baloch said that 332 positive cases were reported in Lahore while 19 in Rawalpindi, five in Multan, 

three each in Faisalabad, Jehlum and Sheikhupura, two each in Chin.....  more >> 
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Seven districts at Omicron risk Of 319 cases, 306 have been confirmed in Lahore alone 

Source: Adnan Lodhi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

LAHORE: Punjab health department has identified seven districts facing a risk of spread of the Omicron strain of 

coronavirus, with the highest number of patients confirmed n Lahore. Official data shows that there are 319 Omicron 

patients in the seven districts, but as many as 306 of them are in Lahore. Beside the Lahore, Omicron patients were 

confirmed in Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, Sheikhupura, Sa.....  more >> 

 

Covid-19 and Ramazan; Q3 and Q4 revenue targets may be revised downward 

Source: Hamid Waleed, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

LAHORE: The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) may revise revenue target downward for 3rd and 4th quarters 

keeping in view a fresh wave of Covid-19 and the upcoming Ramazan, reliable sources said. According to sources, 

the upward revised targets have already been achieved by the Large Tax Office (LTO), Corporate Tax Office (CTO) 

and Regional Tax Office (RTO) Lahore. The Board may revise the reven.....  more >> 

 

Commissioner for action against schools refusing vaccination of children above 12 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

MULTAN - Commissioner Multan division Dr. Irshad Ahmad Wednesday ordered officials concerned to start taking 

action against schools refusing vaccination of children above the age of 12 for protection against coronavirus. During 

a briefing to review pace of progress on the vaccination drive, enforcement of SOPs and booster shots to the 

vaccinated individuals, the commissioner was informed that w.....  more >> 

 

15 more persons diagnosed with coronavirus in Rawalpindi 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

RAWALPINDI - As many as 15 more patients were tested positive for coronavirus during the last 24 hours, raising 

the tally of confirmed cases to 39,808 in the district. As per the latest data released by the District Health Authority 

here Wednesday, the total infected cases included 36,756 from Rawalpindi and 3,052 from other districts. Among 

the new cases, the report said four belonged to Potohar .....  more >> 

 

Lahore’s Covid positivity rate hits 10.7pc 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

LAHORE: With a death and 919 new positive cases of Covid-19 recorded during the last 24 hours in Punjab, the 

positivity ratio of the virus has increased to 10.7 per cent in Lahore, the highest one reported during the fifth wave of 

the pandemic. Of the new cases, 777 were reported in Lahore, followed by 67 in Rawalpindi. The number of the 

positive cases has reached 449,944 in Punjab. Similarly, .....  more >> 

 

CM urges people to observe Covid-19 SOPs 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has urged the people to get vaccinated to remain safe from 

the fifth Coronavirus wave. In a statement on Thursday, the CM said that the citizens will have to show seriousness, 

as the new wave intensifies. “It is in the best interest of the citizens to follow the Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs), as an increase in the number of patien.....  more >> 

 

Lahore’s Covid positivity rate hits 10.7pc 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

LAHORE: With a death and 919 new positive cases of Covid-19 recorded during the last 24 hours in Punjab, the 

positivity ratio of the virus has increased to 10.7 per cent in Lahore, the highest one reported during the fifth wave of 
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the pandemic. Of the new cases, 777 were reported in Lahore, followed by 67 in Rawalpindi. The number of the 

positive cases has reached 449,944 in Punjab. Similarly, .....  more >> 

 

Lahore’s Covid positivity rate hits 10.7pc 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

LAHORE: With a death and 919 new positive cases of Covid-19 recorded during the last 24 hours in Punjab, the 

positivity ratio of the virus has increased to 10.7 per cent in Lahore, the highest one reported during the fifth wave of 

the pandemic. Of the new cases, 777 were reported in Lahore, followed by 67 in Rawalpindi. The number of the 

positive cases has reached 449,944 in Punjab. Similarly, .....  more >> 

 

58pc of Rawalpindi’s students inoculated 

Source: App, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

Rawalpindi: District Health Authority's Chief Executive Officer Dr Faiza Kanwal Thursday said that over 58 per cent 

of students aged 12 to 17 had so far been inoculated against the fatal coronavirus since the launch of the vaccination 

drive from September 2021. Giving details of the campaign being carried out in the entire district, the CEO told this 

agency that around 266,271 students had .....  more >> 

 

Sindh 

30 more cases of Omicron variant, 756 of COVID detected: Murad 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI - Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah Friday said that 30 more cases of Omicron variant were 

detected when 37 tests were conducted while 756 new cases of COVID-19 were detected when 12961 samples were 

tested. In a statement issued from CM House, the CM Sindh said that between January 2 to 5, 37 samples for 

Omicron variant were tested which detected 30 more cases lifting the tally t.....  more >> 

 

Fast spread of Omicron in Karachi worries health experts 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI: The government figures released on Friday indicated how fast the Omicron variant is spreading in the city 

as its infection growth rate grew from 50 per cent to 81pc within a week, prompting experts to warn that ‘coming days 

might be tough’. The daily tally of coronavirus cases in Karachi is now reaching 600. According to official data shared 

on Friday, 30 more cases of Omicr.....  more >> 

 

At least 21 more test positive for Omicron in Sindh 

Source: Hafeez Tunio, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI: The number of Omicron cases inSindhreached 328 after 21 more people tested positive for the highly-

contagious variant of coronavirus between January 6 and January 7, said Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on 

Saturday. In a statement, the Sindh CM said that out of 24 samples taken, at least 21 individuals tested positive for 

Omicron. “Out of the cases, 14 casesbelonged to distri.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 positivity ratio crosses 10pc mark 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI: The COVID-19 positivity ratio touched 10.25 percent in Karachi on Friday, when 650 people tested 

positive for the highly infectious virus from 6,340 tests conducted in the city, the health department officials confirmed. 

On the other hand, the Sindh government said 30 more cases of the Omicron variant were detected through the 

whole genome sequencing in Karachi, while overall 756 cases.....  more >>  
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Karachi : Door-to-door drive to vaccinate women being launched 

Source: Reuters, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI: Karachi is launching a door-to-door campaign to vaccinate women, who are lagging behind men in rates 

of coronavirus inoculation as the country enters a fifth wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, a senior official said on 

Friday. Pakistan on Friday reported nearly 1,300 cases in a single day, its highest tally in two months, with a positivity 

rate of 2.5%. Karachi’s positivity rate ro.....  more >> 

 

Banks, accountholders; SBP extends Covid-19 relaxations till June 30th 

Source: Rizwan Bhatti, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-08 

KARACHI: Considering the ongoing impact of Covid-19 pandemic, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has decided to 

further extend the validity of some regulatory relaxations provided to banks and accountholders till June 30, 2022. 

The SBP, considering the intensity and impact of Covid-19 pandemic in the country, provided a number of relaxations 

to ease the challenges faced by banks/DFIs/MFBs and t.....  more >> 

 

Karachi Covid positivity rate tops 10% as fifth wave intensifies 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2022-01-08 

As the fifth wave of coronavirus intensifies in the country, the positivity rate in Karachi has doubled in one week to 

cross 10 percent, it emerged on Friday. Data from the Sindh health department showed that the positivity rate in 

Karachi was 4.74pc on December 31, 2021, when 160 people in the metropolis tested positive for the virus. In 

contrast, 650 people tested positive in the provincial ca.....  more >> 

 

30 more cases of Omicron, 756 of Covid detected: Murad 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-08 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah Friday said that 30 more cases of Omicron variant were detected when 

37 tests were conducted while 756 new cases of COVID-19 were detected when 12961 samples were tested. In a 

statement issued from CM House, the CM Sindh said that between January 2 to 5, 37 samples for Omicron variant 

were tested which detected 30 more cases lifting the tally to 307. He a.....  more >> 

 

Door-to-door vaccination planned for women as Omicron spreads in Karachi 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-09 

KARACHI - In view of the rapid spread of Covid-19 cases due to the Omicron variant in Karachi, the Sindh 

government has decided to deploy lady health workers (LHWs) and female vaccinators for door-to-door vaccination 

in the province after it emerged that most of the non-working women are still unvaccinated, officials said on Saturday. 

“We have decided to send LHWs and female vaccinators t.....  more >> 

 

928 new Covid cases detected, no death reported 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI: Fortunately, no death stemming from coronavirus disease was reported on Sunday, however, 928 new 

cases emerged when 14,012 tests were conducted, a statement issued from CM House said on Sunday. The current 

detection rate in Sindh was 6.6 per cent, while the recovery rate from the pandemic stood at 96.4, the statement 

read. The condition of 142 patients was stated to be critical, includi.....  more >> 

 

Alarming hike in Karachi COVID-19 cases 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-09 

KARACHI: The Sindh government Saturday warned of resorting to ‘stringent measures’ if people continued to defy 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) in Karachi where positivity of COVID-19 was continuously on the rise due to 
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spread of Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-2. “Positivity of COVID-19 cases is alarmingly on the rise in Karachi 

where it touched 11.72 percent. Fortunately.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 positivity climbs to 15pc in Karachi 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI: The COVID-19 positivity ratio is rapidly rising in Karachi where 780 more people were tested positive for 

the infectious disease, federal health authorities said, adding that Karachi’s positivity was now 15 percent against the 

national positivity rate of 3.16 percent. “As many as 780 people were tested positive for COVID-19 in Karachi when 

5,168 people were tested in the ci.....  more >> 

 

Covid positivity surpasses 15pc in Karachi 

Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI: In an alarming trend, the COVID positivity ratio in Karachi has gone beyond 15 percent with the ratio of 

Omicron cases reaching 87 percent of the total cases reported from the city. According to the statistics shared by 

National Health Ministry, a total of 5,168 tests were performed in the last 24 hours in the city, resulting in 780 cases, 

bringing the positivity ratio beyond 15 perc.....  more >> 

 

Haleem for gearing up vaccination campaign across Sindh 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI: Leader of the Opposition in Sindh Assembly, Haleem Adil Sheikh, while expressing concerns over 

alarming spread o f Omicron in Karachi demanded of Sindh government to expedite vaccination process. Haleem 

Adil Sheikh, in a statement issued here on Sunday, said Sindh had the lowest ratio of Covid-19 vaccination across 

the Pakistan while provincial government did not procure a single dos.....  more >> 

 

Sindh reports 928 fresh Covid-19 cases 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI: Fortunately no death stemming from Covid-19 reported on Sunday, however, 928 new cases emerged 

when 14,012 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement 

issued here from CM House on Sunday. Shah said that fortunately no death was reported on Sunday. He added that 

till last Saturday the number death was 7,681. Shah said that.....  more >> 

 

Sindh reports 928 new Covid-19 cases 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-10 

KARACHI - Fortunately no death was reported due to coronavirus on Sunday, however, 928 new cases emerged 

when 14,012 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement 

issued here from CM House. Mr Shah said that fortunately no death was reported on Sunday. He said that till last 

Saturday the number death was 7,681. He further said that 14,012 sa.....  more >> 

 

Rapid testing detects 79 travellers with Covid at airport 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

KARACHI: Following the resumption of the rapid antigen testing for coronavirus at Karachi airport, a sharp surge has 

been witnessed in the number of Covid-infected passengers arriving in the country from different parts of the world 

as 79 passengers were tested positive for the disease in just four days, it emerged on Monday. The trend has 

compelled the authorities to go for the genome sequencing.....  more >> 
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Wahab says Covid-19 situation ‘not good’ in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

KARACHI: The Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab has said that the current situation In Sindh, with regards to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, was "not good". "The infection rate has reached 15.5%. Karachi, an industrial hub. There is 

a 9.45% ratio in seven days. People have stopped taking precautions, be it wedding ceremonies or any other 

occasion," he stated while addressing a press.....  more >> 

 

Omicron variant replacing other variants: Covid-19 positivity reaches 15.52pc in Karachi 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-11 

KARACHI: Despite closure of clinics and labs on Sunday, 759 more people tested positive for Covid-19 in Karachi 

when 4,891 tests were conducted. On Monday, 799 people were tested positive for Covid-19, officials said, adding 

that positivity of the cases was 15.52 percent in Karachi due to spread of Omicron variant of the coronavirus. In his 

Covid-19 situation report on Monday, Sindh Chief Minis.....  more >> 

 

Sindh reports 39 more Omicron variant cases 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-11 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that 39 more cases of Omicron variant emerged when 

53 samples were tested, lifting the tally to these cases to 367, while 940 new cases of COVID-19 were diagnosed 

through 13,757 tests and one more patient died lifting the death toll to 7,682. The chief minister sharing the omicron 

cases report said that during the last two days 53 tes.....  more >> 

 

Karachi Covid cases exceed 1,000 mark after five months 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: With more than 40 per cent population still waiting for their first dose of vaccine, Karachi reported the 

highest ever daily count of confirmed Covid-19 cases during the past five months, including 40 of the highly 

transmissible Omicron variant, it emerged on Tuesday. According to health department officials, the vaccination 

target has not been met as planned and 90 per cent of the patie.....  more >> 

 

Pre-primary education affected most during lockdowns 

Source: Shazia Hasan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: The Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) organised a policy discussion on ‘Early Learning Partnership Systems 

Research in Sindh’ at the office of the Sindh Education and Literacy Department (SELD) at the Sindh Secretariat 

here on Tuesday. Mariam Shah, the manager of the whole school improvement programme (WSIP)-Early Childhood 

Education (ECE) at ITA, explained their work and the rea.....  more >> 

 

Stocks turn sluggish amid resurgence in Covid 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: The stock market remained volatile on Tuesday owing to a rapid surge in the number of Covid-19 cases, 

according to Arif Habib Ltd. The positivity rate in the past 10 days jumped from 1.08 per cent to 3.66pc. The increase 

is 338.9pc since the start of 2022. Profit-taking took place across the board, but a rally in the banking sector was 

observed due to the expectation of foreign inflows......  more >> 

 

Sindh ups implementation of SOPs 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: The Sindh health department on Tuesday geared up efforts to contain the fifth wave of the novel 

coronavirus disease (Covid-19) which has hit the world in the shape of the Omicron variant. A meeting of the Sindh 
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health minister with executive heads of the divisions and districts, and health officials concurred in strengthening the 

vaccination outreach by carrying out vaccination drives i.....  more >> 

 

Covid claims 9 more lives as Omicron positivity hits 20% 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: As the Omicron detection rate hit 20 per cent in Karachi and nine fatalities - the highest single day death 

toll from the pandemic - were recorded in the province, vaccination centres became active again. Coronavirus vaccine 

booster dose is being administered in different hospitals in Karachi including Dow University of Health Sciences Ojha 

Campus, Expo Center, Sindh Government Children.....  more >> 

 

Masks Matter: N-95 offers protection against omicron variant, study shows 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: Findings of an international study have revealed that a person infected with COVID-19 can pass on the 

contagion to a healthy person in 15 minutes if both are unmasked. The study shows that a cloth mask offers the 

weakest protection while an N-95 mask presents the most effective protection against the SARS-CoV-2 or the 

Coronavirus. “Data shows that if two persons are without masks.....  more >> 

 

PSX volatile amid Covid-19 concerns 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: Pakistan Stock Exchange on Tuesday remained volatile due to investors concern over increasing 

coronavirus cases. The benchmark KSE-100 index closed at 45,881.13, down 6.50 points or 0.01 percent. Trading 

activities remained thin as daily volumes on ready counter decreased to 339.102 million shares as compared to 

356.967 million shares traded on Monday. BRIndex100 gained 11.98 po.....  more >> 

 

40 new cases of Omicron detected; Sindh reports nine more Covid-19 deaths 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that the infection rate of COVID-19 and Omicron 

variants have started increasing day by day which have been recorded at 11.1 percent and 95 percent respectively. 

“Since August 11, 2021, today we have the highest number of 1,347 cases detected through 12,114 PCR tests while 

Karachi has shown a 20 per cent detection rate.” .....  more >> 

 

Wearing face masks made mandatory in Karachi: Health Minister 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI - Sindh Health Department on Tuesday decided to make wearing face masks compulsory for all citizens 

in Karachi in view of the rapidly increasing cases of Omicron variant of the Covid-19. A meeting chaired by provincial 

health minister Azra Pechuho, also decided to seal the shopping malls and schools if unvaccinated persons found in 

the premises. The meeting also decided to launch a spec.....  more >> 

 

Manzoor Wassan tests positive for Covid-19 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI - Advisor to Sindh Chief Minister on Agriculture Manzoor Hussain Wassan has tested positive for Covid-

19. According to sources, the advisor after being infected with coronavirus, has quarantined himself at home. 

.....  more >> 
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COVID-19 claims nine more lives, infects 1,347 others 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

KARACHI - Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that the infection rate of COVID-19 and Omicron 

variants have started increasing day by day which have been recorded at 11.1 percent and 95 percent respectively. 

“Since August 11, 2021, today we have the highest number of 1,347 cases detected through 12,114 PCR tests while 

Karachi has shown a 20 percent detection rate,” sai.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 claims three more lives, infects 959 in Sindh 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-09 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Saturday said that 21 more cases of Omicron variant among 958 of 

COVID-19 were detected and unfortunately three more patients died lifting the death toll to 7681. The CM said, 24 

samples of Omicron were tested during the last two days (Jan6-7), of them 21 were detected as Omicron positive 

lifting the tally to 328, which constituted 87.5 percent current .....  more >> 

 

928 new Covid-19 cases reported in Sindh 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

Fortunately no death was reported due to coronavirus on Sunday, however, 928 new cases emerged when 14,012 

tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement issued here from 

CM House. Mr Shah said that fortunately no death was reported on Sunday. He said that till last Saturday the number 

death and was 7,681. He said that 14,012 samples were test.....  more >> 

 

1,405 test positive for Covid in Karachi 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

KARACHI: The daily tally of confirmed coronavirus cases in the city jumped to 1,405 on Wednesday. A statement 

released by the Chief Minister House said that 1,648 new Covid-19 cases emerged in the province when 13,219 

tests were conducted.No death was reported. “The new cases constitute a 12.5 per cent detection rate. So far, a 

total of 7,295,420 tests have been conducted against which 490.....  more >> 

 

40 Omicron cases detected in Sindh 

Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-12 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that the infection rate of COVID-19 and Omicron variants have 

started increasing day by day which have been recorded at 11.1 percent and 95 percent respectively. “Since August 

11, 2021, we have the highest number of 1,347 cases detected through 12,114 PCR tests while Karachi has shown 

a 20 per cent detection rate,” said a statement. The.....  more >> 

 

Karachi’s Covid positivity shoots over 22 percent 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

KARACHI: The Covid-19 cases positivity rate is continuously climbing up in Karachi where 1,405 more people tested 

positive on Wednesday, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said, saying around 1,648 people were found to 

be infected with coronavirus in the entire province when 13,219 tests were conducted during the last 24 hours. The 

chief minister, while sharing daily Covid-19 situation re.....  more >>

 

Karachi’s Covid positivity shoots over 22 percent 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

KARACHI: The Covid-19 cases positivity rate is continuously climbing up in Karachi where 1,405 more people tested 

positive on Wednesday, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said, saying around 1,648 people were found to 
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be infected with coronavirus in the entire province when 13,219 tests were conducted during the last 24 hours. The 

chief minister, while sharing daily Covid-19 situation re.....  more >> 

 

Karachi: Covid positivity ratio soars to 20pc 

Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

KARACHI: The COVID positivity ratio in Karachi is on an alarming upward trend, as it crossed 20 percent mark on 

Wednesday amid concerns regarding Omicron variant. According to the provincial health ministry, as many as 1,223 

cases of COVID-19 have been reported in the city after tests were performed on 6,048 samples. “The ratio of Omicron 

variant being reported in Karachi has reached 95.....  more >> 

 

58 more cases take covid-19 tally to 29815 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

HYDERABAD - As many as 58 COVID-19 positive cases have been reported during the last 24 hours, taking the 

number of total coronavirus cases to 29815 in Hyderabad district on Thursday. Out of 29815 COVID-19 cases, 28876 

have so far been recovered while 617 patients had lost their lives due to the contagion, the daily situation report 

stated. The number of total active cases has reached to 322.....  more >> 

 

66pc of Pakistan’s Covid-19 cases reported from Karachi in one day 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

KARACHI: City’s contribution to new cases of Covid-19 in the country rose to 66 per cent on Thursday as vaccine 

hesitancy, absence of Covid-19 related official restrictions and public indifference towards the disease fuelled a surge 

in coronavirus infection. According to official figures released at the federal and provincial level, a total of 3,019 new 

positive Covid-19 cases were detected.....  more >> 

 

Data identifies impediments to vaccination drive in Karachi 

Source: PPI, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

KARACHI: Around 50 percent population of Karachi, Pakistan’s mega city and business hub, particularly females 

and labourers in informal workplaces, could still not be vaccinated against Covid-19 pandemic due to misinformation 

and disinformation, reveals a report on Thursday. According to the Sindh Health Department’s data, Karachi has 

12.85 million people above 12 years of age out.....  more >> 

 

Sindh reports 3,089 new Covid-19 cases, highest since pandemic began 

Source: Imtiaz Ali, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-14 

Sindh has reported 3,089 coronavirus cases during the last 24 hours, according to a handout issued by the Chief 

Minister's Office on Friday, the highest number of daily infections since the pandemic began. According to the 

handout, 15,719 samples were tested during this period of which 3,089 were positive, translating into a positivity rate 

of 19.7 per cent. The previous highest for daily in.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 positivity ratio climbs to 31pc in Karachi 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

KARACHI: The COVID-19 positivity ratio in Karachi reached up to 31 percent on Thursday when 1,940 people were 

tested positive for the infectious disease, an official report revealed as two more people died in the city. “As many as 

1,940 people have been tested positive for COVID-19 in Karachi when 6,259 tests were conducted in the city, which 

means that around 31 percent people were teste.....  more >> 
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International News 

Countries News 

Covid cases top 300 million worldwide 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-08 

PARIS: The total number of Covid-19 registered worldwide since the start of the pandemic topped 300 million on 

Friday, according to an AFP count based on official figures. The figure stood at 300,042,439 cases at 15:45 GMT, 

including all the cases announced since the World Health Organization office in China first reported the outbreak of 

the disease in late December 2019. Case numbers have bee.....  more >> 

 

Iranian writer dies in detention after Covid infection 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-09 

PARIS: Dissident Iranian poet and filmmaker Baktash Abtin has died in detention in Tehran after falling ill with Covid-

19, rights groups said on Saturday, blaming the Islamic republic’s leadership for his death. "Baktash Abtin has died," 

the Iranian Writers Association said in a statement on its Telegram channel after the author was put into an induced 

coma in hospital earlier i.....  more >> 

 

300m COVID cases worldwide as Omicron breaks records 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-09 

WHO says Omicron should not be categorised as mild, tsunami of cases is huge and affecting global health systems 

PARIS: The total number of COVID-19 cases registered worldwide passed 300 million on Saturday, with the Omicron 

variant´s rapid spread setting new infection records in dozens of countries over the last week. In the past seven days, 

34 countries have recorded their highest numb.....  more >> 

 

Covid tests ordered for 14 million in China’s Tianjin; Covid cases in Africa top 10 million; French march 

against Covid vaccine requirements 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

Paris: More than 100,000 people across France protested on Sunday over what they say are government plans to 

further restrict the rights of the unvaccinated, days after French President Emmanuel Macron vowed to "piss off" 

those refusing the jab. The turnout was four times higher than the numbers who answered the December 18 call to 

protest, when 25,500 people marched across the countr.....  more >> 

 

Indians held for Covid rule-breaking puppy party 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

Ahmedabad, India: Every dog must have its day, but one young pup in India landed her human companions in hot 

water after police raided a Covid rule-breaking party staged for the coddled canine. The lavish second birthday 

celebration cost 700,000 rupees (nearly $10,000), according to police, with an elaborate birthday cake and giant 

photo cutouts of Abby, an Indian Spitz and the soiree’s g.....  more >> 

 

Johnson mourns terrible toll as UK tops 150,000 virus deaths 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-10 

LONDON: More than 150,000 people have died after contracting coronavirus in the United Kingdom, the government 

said on Saturday, in a tragic milestone for one of the worst affected countries in Europe. Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

posted a message on Twitter, saying: “Coronavirus has taken a terrible toll on our country and today the number of 

deaths recorded has reached 150,000.” .....  more >> 
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Half of Europe on track to catch Omicron, says WHO 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-12 

COPENHAGEN: More than half of people in Europe are projected to catch Omicron by March, the WHO said on 

Tuesday, as millions in China locked down again exactly two years after Beijing reported the first Covid-19 death. 

The highly-transmissible variant has ripped through countries at breakneck pace, forcing governments to impose 

fresh measures and scramble to roll out vaccine booster shots. Europ.....  more >> 

 

China locks down millions; UAE threatens jail for mocking anti-Covid measures; Half of Europe on track to 

catch Omicron 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

Copenhagen: More than half of people in Europe are projected to catch Omicron by March, the WHO said on 

Tuesday, as millions in China locked down again exactly two years after Beijing reported the first Covid-19 death. 

The highly-transmissible variant has ripped through countries at breakneck pace, forcing governments to impose 

fresh measures and scramble to roll out vaccine booster shots. Euro.....  more >> 

 

Omicron cases: Offices, eateries shut down in Delhi 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

NEW DELHI: New Delhi ordered on Tuesday the closure of non-essential offices, restaurants and bars but offered 

free online yoga classes to those in home isolation, as Covid cases soared in the Indian capital and nationwide. With 

six-fold rise in the cases over the past week, the situation is reminiscent to last year emergency when thousands 

died of the virus every day and the health system teet.....  more >> 

 

Oil tops $83, as Omicron impact expected to be short lived 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-12 

LONDON: Oil rose to more than $83 a barrel on Tuesday, supported by tight supply and expectations that rising 

coronavirus cases and the spread of the Omicron variant will not derail a global demand recovery, Reuters reported. 

A lack of capacity in some countries has meant that supply additions by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) are running below On the demand side,.....  more >> 

 

Anti-vaccine protesters rally in France, Germany, Austria, Italy 

Source: AFP, Daily Times , 2022-01-10 

Protesters have taken to streets across western Europe in protest against COVID-19 vaccine requirements, with 

more than 100,000 people rallying in France alone to oppose what they called the government’s plans to restrict the 

rights of the unvaccinated. In the French capital, Paris, protesters – many of them unmasked – braved the cold and 

the rain on Saturday, carrying placards .....  more >> 

 

India begins booster campaign as Omicron cases soar 

Source: AFP, Daily Times , 2022-01-11 

India began a Covid-19 booster shot campaign for frontline workers and vulnerable people aged 60 and above on 

Monday as authorities grapple with a rapidly escalating outbreak driven by the Omicron variant. Daily case numbers 

are approaching the enormous figures seen last year, when thousands died each day and workers maintained round-

the-clock funeral pyres for the mass cremation of virus victims.....  more >> 

 

Royals and reality TV stars: famous Covid rule breakers; US pledges more Covid-19 test for schools 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-13 

Washington: The United States announced an increase in Covid-19 tests for schools on Wednesday in a bid to keep 

students in the classroom, as a surge in infections threatens to bring back remote learning. Around four percent of 
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US schools have already shut with the Omicron variant tearing across the country, infecting pupils and educators 

and forcing teachers’ unions to take a more cautio.....  more >> 

 

COVID-19 variants and rising debt threaten global economic growth: World Bank 

Source: Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-13 

WASHINGTON - Global growth will slow down over the next two years in the face of “fresh threats” from COVID-19 

variants and rising inflation, debt and income inequality, according to the World Bank’s latest report. While economic 

growth experienced a strong rebound in 2021, it is expected to decline markedly from 5.5 per cent last year to 4.1 

per cent in 2022, and drop to 3.2 .....  more >> 

 

French teachers walk out over Covid confusion 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

Paris: Huge numbers of French teachers went on strike on Thursday, with the biggest teachers’ union saying half of 

primary schools were closed as staff demand clarity from the government on coronavirus measures. Coming as 

France’s presidential election campaign gets under way ahead of an April vote, the walkout is awkward for President 

Emmanuel Macron’s government which has pr.....  more >> 

 

Lockdown party shame: Boris Johnson fights for political survival 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-14 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson was fighting for his political future on Thursday, as his Conservatives descended into 

open internal warfare after he was forced to apologise for attending a boozy lockdown party. The apparent breach of 

coronavirus restrictions has enraged the public, who were forced to abide by the rules and prevented them from 

visiting sick and dying loved ones, or attending funer.....  more >> 
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SDPI Engagements 

SDPI Related News 

ABID QAIYUM SULERI VISITS DIFFERENT INSTITUTES OF NARC 

Source: DNA, Daily Islamabad Post , 2022-01-12 

Islamabad, /DNA/ – Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Convener National Coordination Committee (NCC) on Agriculture 

Transformation Plan visited different institutes of National Agricultural Research Centre (NARC), Islamabad. Dr. 

Ghulam Muhammad Ali, Chairman, PARC given comprehensive briefing about Research finding of PARC and impact 

on Agriculture Productivity. He also highlighted the technologies develop.....  more >> 

 

ABID QAIYUM SULERI VISITS DIFFERENT INSTITUTES OF NARC 

Source: DNA News, DNA News , 2022-01-12 

Islamabad, /DNA/ – Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Convener National Coordination Committee (NCC) on Agriculture 

Transformation Plan visited different institutes of National Agricultural Research Centre (NARC), Islamabad. Dr. 

Ghulam Muhammad Ali, Chairman, PARC given comprehensive briefing about Research finding of PARC and impact 

on Agriculture Productivity. He also highlighted the technologies deve.....  more >> 

 

Pak yet to fully capitalize on digital economy potential 

Source: News Desk, Pakistan Observer , 2022-01-10 

Leading economists urge the government to fast-track the process of digital financial inclusion in order to enhance 

tax revenue. Since its inception, Pakistan has been struggling for sustainable, durable economic growth due to its 

very low tax-to-GDP ratio, less volume of exports and other factors. The current position of tax revenue and exports 

is far below its real potential, as the tax to GDP.....  more >> 

 

ABID QAIYUM SULERI VISITS DIFFERENT INSTITUTES OF NARC 

Source: DNA, Centreline.com , 2022-01-12 

Islamabad, /DNA/ – Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Convener National Coordination Committee (NCC) on Agriculture 

Transformation Plan visited different institutes of National Agricultural Research Centre (NARC), Islamabad. Dr. 

Ghulam Muhammad Ali, Chairman, PARC given comprehensive briefing about Research finding of PARC and impact 

on Agriculture Productivity. He also highlighted the technologies develop.....  more >> 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) News 

Pak, Turk NGOs join hands for research on education 

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2022-01-09 

Islamabad: Sustainable Development Policy Institute and ILKE Foundation for Science, Culture and Education, 

Istanbul, Turkey, have signed a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance cooperation for joint 

research, joint trainings for faculty and students, Internship and exchange programmes, and leadership development 

initiatives. The MoU was signed here by Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Execu.....  more >> 

 

SDPI-ILKE Foundation Turkey Sign MoU For Joint Research & Development 

Source: Staff Reporter, Daily Frontier Star , 2022-01-08 

ISLAMABAD: Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan, and ILKE Foundation for 

Science, Culture and Education, Istanbul, Turkey, have signed a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 

enhance cooperation for joint research, joint trainings for faculty and students, Internship and exchange programs 

and leadership development initiatives. The MoU was signed by Dr. Abid .....  more >> 
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